
Tab:  Minutes

Next Meeting:  February 4, 2004
10:00 a.m. – Thorburn Center  - Ingham ISD (Rooms B and C)

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Minutes of January 7, Meeting

10:00 a.m.

Present: Kathleen Clegg, Tina Densmore (for Collette Ward), Elaine High, Ric Hogerheide,
Jill Jacobs, Patricia Keller, Shari Krishnan, Jim Kubaiko, Chris Lerchen (for Patt
Clement), Peggy McNeilly, Pam Mish, Sue Rabidoux, Michele Robinson, Debs
Roush, Deb Russell, Steve Schwartz, Larry Simpson, Deb Todd, Don Trap,
Randall VanGasse
Ex-Officio members: David Brock (for Jacquelyn Thompson), Lee Martin,
Rosanne Renauer

Absent: Greg Bodrie, Pansy Coleman, Cheryl Ervin, Sheri Falvay, Janice Fialka, Paul
Kubicek, Mark Larson, Lois Lofton-Doniver, Anne Richardson, Jeff Siegel

OSE/EIS Staff: Fran Loose, Patti Oates-Ulrich

Guests: Kendra Chalmans-Wolski, Amy Johnson, Sandi Laham, Marge Joslin, Jerry
Oermann

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Larry Simpson.

Roll Call

Roll call was taken and a quorum was present.

Introduction of Guests

Guests attending the meeting were introduced.

Amend/Approve Proposed Agenda

The agenda of the January 7, 2004, meeting was considered.  Debs Roush moved, seconded by
Ric Hogerheide, to approve the agenda as written.  The motion carried.

Amend/Approve Minutes

The minutes of the December 3, 2003, meeting were considered.  Pam Mish moved, seconded
by Ric Hogerheide, to approve the minutes as written.  The motion carried.

Public Comment

Deb Todd requested data on the size and number of transition programs in ISDs throughout the
state.  David Brock explained that the data is not tracked in that way.  Transition programs are
not mentioned in the rules and services may be provided by other agencies.  By age 16, all
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students should have transition services included in their IEP.  However, monitoring data for the
previous school year is available.  Deb clarified that the root of her question is a concern that
transition programs are too large, and she would be interested in comparing programs
throughout the state.  Rosanne Renauer suggested bringing in Beth Steenwyk to present what
the current transition grant is in the ISDs and the plans for collecting better transition data this
year.

Chairperson's Report – Larry Simpson

A. Incarcerated students

The American prison population surpassed one million.  Larry wonders if there is a
connection between the growing prison population and the rates of suspension, expulsion,
and dropout.  An article in the Christian Science Monitor mentioned that incarcerated
students are not listed as dropouts or graduates.  Most prisoners, when released, do not have
basic reading skills.  The chances of incarcerated young people with disabilities becoming
functional adults are very small.  A formal report on eligible students with disabilities in
adult prisons is expected to come from the Secondary Transition subcommittee in February.

B. Zero tolerance

Having safe schools is important.  There is a delicate balance between the rights of students
with disabilities and those who commit crimes.  Larry would like to continue the discussion
on zero tolerance that started over the listserv over the past few days.

State Reports – David Brock

A. Board of Education

The presentation of the Michigan School for the Deaf Operational Procedures was moved
from December to January.  Several ISD plans are also being presented this month.

Steve Schwartz raised a concern about new math standards adopted by the State Board of
Education.  According to an article Steve read, the standards are being raised, i.e., what was
expected of a third grader is now expected of a second grader.  These standards are now
some of the highest in the country.  Steve wondered if the SEAC should consider
implications for special education referrals because of the new standards and if in the future
the SEAC could be given the chance to respond to such actions and be more proactive rather
than reactive.  Debs Roush said that she doubted the Board thought about special education
implications when they dealt with this subject.  She wondered how the Board could be made
more aware of implications for special education and the need to include special education
voices in decisions when such implications are not necessarily immediately obvious.  Steve
suggested appointing a SEAC liaison to the Board.  Discussion followed.  Shari Krishnan
moved, seconded by Ric Hogerheide, to offer communication to Tom Watkins, Jacquelyn
Thompson, and Kathleen Straus regarding these concerns. The motion carried.  Larry
Simpson will draft a letter and bring it before the executive committee for review.

Steve also requested an update on the magistrate referent group and the universal education
referent group.  Regarding the magistrate referent group, no formal proposal is ready
regarding the magistrate system, but it is in the revision process and will be coming to the
SEAC in February.  Regarding the universal education referent group, Fran Loose
confirmed that the universal education referent group meetings are now scheduled.  Liz
Bauer is the State Board of Education representative.  The group is inclusive and has
representatives from varied groups.  Interest in participation is much higher than can be
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accommodated at the table, but Fran stressed that this is just a first step, so future
involvement is possible.

B, Department of Education – David Brock

A handout on Continuous Improvement Focused Monitoring (CIFM) activities was
provided at today's meeting.  CIFM is an extension of the work done through the
Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process (CIMP).  The CIMP identified areas needing
improvement in special education and activities to address those areas.  CIFM goes beyond
compliance to quantifying the results for children in special education.  The Core Team,
Design Team, and Steering Committee are meeting now with the goal of developing a new
monitoring model by April 1.  David expects a public comment period in May and June and
hopes to implement the complete and approved model for the 2004-05 school year.

David provided a handout to update the SEAC on the status of new policies and procedures
that went out for public hearing August through October 1.  David detailed the handout for
the Committee.

The public comment on Technical Assistance for Frequently Asked Questions was sent out
via the listserv; however, some reported not receiving it.  The Department will investigate the
listserv and make sure it is functioning properly.

In November, the State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC) reviewed the public
comment on the Early On® Record Review Standards.  There was significant comment
reflecting the opinion that the standards are cumbersome and too lengthy.  The original
writing team is charged with responding to the public comment at a later Committee of the
Whole meeting.

The Definition of Autism committee will meet on February 5 to rework the definition based
on public comment.

The Department cannot immediately move forward with the stay-put provision on
mediation.  There was a question in the public comment concerning whether the state had
the authority to make such a rule considering it doesn't exist federally.  The Department is
seeking advice on the subject from the Office of the Attorney General.

Public comment on the Transition Coordinator qualifications was mostly negative or
recommended changes.  Last month, the SEAC made a motion to involve the Secondary
Transition subcommittee in the discussion process on that public comment.  Members of
the subcommittee volunteered to serve on a referent group and additional people outside the
SEAC are also participants.  A meeting is scheduled for that group on February 12.  Their
recommendations will be brought before the SEAC when complete.

Information Items

A. Administrative Rules

Not much public comment was received on the other Administrative Rules.  A copy of the
update was provided at today's meeting.  David Brock pointed out the minor changes
reflected in the handout.  The Department is recommending that these rules be approved as
written.  An action item will be brought before the Committee of the Whole in February.

Randy VanGasse requested the reasoning behind withdrawing the superintendent’s appeal.
David responded that the US Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) viewed it as a
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possible superintendent veto or override of the IEP decision following the completion of the
IEP.  The Department explained the intent to simply note either the school district or the
parent could request a hearing at any time; however, OSEP still wanted the language
removed.  David mentioned that the opportunity to go to hearing at any time is still protected
in another rule.

Action Items

None.

Ex-Officio Reports

Institutions of Higher Education — Mark Larson - None

Michigan Department of Community Health — Sheri Falvay - None

Michigan Department of Career Development/Rehabilitation Services — Rosanne Renauer -
Rosanne brought hard copies of the Monday bulletin announcing that the Michigan Department
of Career Development and the Michigan Department of Consumer and Industry Services are
now the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth.  Rosanne does not expect this
change to substantially affect the way Rehabilitation Services does business.  Additionally, she
offered to add anyone who does not currently receive the bulletin to the electronic distribution
list.

Family Independence Agency — Lee Martin – Lee reported that the FIA’s work to provide
services in compliance with Michigan rules continues.

Committee Reports

A. Secondary Transition – Larry Simpson

Work continues on recommendations regarding eligible students with disabilities in adult
prisons.  The subcommittee plans to have a document to share with the Committee of the
Whole at the February meeting.  The subcommittee will also examine information related to
the transition coordinator rule referent group.  Transportation and pupil accounting rules are
coming up in February, Medicaid in March.

B. School Age - Debs Roush

The subcommittee has been working on a document for the State Board of Education on the
implications of No Child Left Behind for students with disabilities.  The completion
deadline is moved from February to March.  The subcommittee will try to have a draft to the
Committee of the Whole electronically before the next SEAC meeting.

C. General Supervision - Pam Mish

Today the subcommittee will revisit the issue of Technical Assistance for Frequently Asked
Questions.

Member Issues

SB-CEU candidates are now required to sign their names on their evaluations in order to verify
that everyone is turning in an evaluation each meeting.
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Amanda Whitehead will send a test email to the main listserv on January 9 to determine who is
not receiving listserv email.  The Department is discovering that in some cases, ISP spam
guards block listserv email.  When members receive the test email, they should reply directly to
Amanda, not to the listserv.

Shari Krishnan introduced PDF Converter, a $50 program that allows the user to change PDF
documents into Word documents.

Randy VanGasse mentioned that the $835 million shortfall has been resolved for 2004;
however, a $750 million lack is projected for 2005.  Randy pointed out that people across the
state don't realize the magnitude of the problem.  Discussion followed.

Deb Russell encouraged the group to continue to press forward, through the societal change
brought about by attempting to include everyone as equally important.  Discussion followed.

Future Agenda Items

Steve Schwartz suggested inviting legislators to the meeting.  He recommended inviting the
chairpersons of the Senate and House Education Committees to participate in future
discussions.

Peggy McNeilly moved, seconded by Christine Lerchen, to adjourn.  The motion carried.  The
meeting was adjourned to subcommittee meetings.

Amanda Whitehead
Recording Secretary



SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Executive Committee
Minutes of January 7, 2004, Meeting

8:45 a.m.

Present: David Brock, Ric Hogerheide, Shari Krishnan, Sandi Laham, Fran Loose, Pam Mish, Patti
Oates-Ulrich, Debs Roush, Larry Simpson, Randall VanGasse

Absent: Patt Clement, Jacquelyn Thompson

Review of Today’s Agenda

Amanda Whitehead will address SB-CEU issues.

Concern was expressed about whether a quorum would be present at the Committee of the
Whole meeting considering the inclement weather.  After consulting the bylaws, it was
determined that since no action items are on the agenda, the meeting can be conducted as the
agenda dictates without a quorum present.

State Department Report

David Brock's Department Report will cover an information item on the proposed
Administrative Rules, a handout detailing the activities of the CIFM groups, and an update on
the status of new policies and procedures that went out for public hearing August through
October 1.  He estimated the Department Report and Board of Education Report will take
approximately 45 minutes.

Subcommittee Reports

A. General Supervision

The subcommittee continues to work on the proposed changes to Technical Assistance for
Frequently Asked Questions.

B. School Age

The document on the implications of No Child Left Behind for students with disabilities
will not be ready for the February Board meeting.  The deadline is moved back to March.

C. Secondary Transition

The subcommittee prepared a written report of their work thus far.  However, due to
inclement weather and the subsequent the late start of the executive committee meeting, the
report will be discussed in today's subcommittee meeting and brought before the Committee
of the Whole at a later date.


